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Hybrid Course and Fieldwork Pilot in 
Karasjok Sápmi, Norway

Timo Jokela
University of Lapland, Finland

For the researchers, artists, and teachers from the participating Karasjok activi-
ties serves as a platform for the development of new genre Arctic art education 
(AAE). For the university students, it is an international course that begins with 
distance learning and culminates in on-site fieldwork as art education practice. 
In addition to the participating  universities, local cross-sectoral partners contrib-
ute their expertise to support the academic collaboration. This adaptable event, 
tailored to situations and community needs, is expected to be held annually in 
different locations across the Arctic and northern regions.

“Working with communities is valuable 
because it helps to understand ways 
of knowing in Northern eco-cultural 

contexts, whereby encounters can lead 
to new understandings not only in art, 
but also in the pursuit of sustainability 

sustainabitity transformation.” 

- project leader

T he central goal of the activities is Karas-
jok was integrate diverse and creative 
working methods of contemporary art 

with the tradition of Northern knowledge and 
skills in a sustainable manner in the spirit of 
AAE. At first, an online planning meeting was 
arranged between partners and coordinators 
to make detailed plans to realize and facilitate  
the course and workshop in Karasjok. The lo-
cal Sámi Centre for Contemporary Art (Sámi 
Dáiddaguovddáš) and the Karasjok School 
were involved in the planning, and university 
students were selected for the courses. 

Students receive introductory reading materials 
to prepare for the challenges and possibilities 
of art education in the Arctic communities, 
including the perspectives and voices of chil-
dren and youth as well as artists and others in 
the local communities. The development and 
implementation of digital online educational 
methods and learning were central at this 
stage to get the workshop started and enhance 
communal and collaborative learning. In the 
online course, not only was information shared, 
but art-based methods aimed at inspiring 
social collaboration were developed, applying 
community art education practices to digital 

online learning. Student teams, with the help 
of supervisors, planned the contacts for the 
field workshop for local school pupils and the 
community for the Karasjok pilot.  

Students and supervisors gathered in Rovaniemi 
and travelled by minibus to visit Sámi Muse-
um Siida in Inari first and then Karasjok. The 
workshop was arranged so that teachers from 
each university and local stakeholders worked 
as teams with students. They also met local 
people that are living in close contact with 
nature and Sámi culture, politics, and art. 

The people of Karasjok suggested that the 
workshop’s theme be the river, to be ap-
proached in accordance with the AAE agenda 
through contemporary Arctic art, integrating 
visual arts, design, crafts, and digital work in 
the spirit of Arctic art. This created a communal 
and performative activity that began with a 
visit to the Sámi Contemporary Art Centre’s 
exhibition and continued with a collective 
group painting workshop focused on experi-
ences of the river. At the same time, work was 
done with materials closely linked to Sámi 
culture, such as colorful yarns and reindeer 
antler carvings.

◀ Figure 1.	 In encounters such as museum visits, 
Sámi parliament gatherings, and visits to the lávvu, 
the ecological-cultural dimensions and plurality of life 
in Karajoki were explored. Photo: Timo Jokela, 2024.
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Northern eco-culture, Northern knowledge, 
and new materialism are central starting 
points in AAE thinking. But based on situa-
tional learning, it respects the experiences and 
perspectives of all participants. In the digital 
photography workshop, pupils shared their 
own perceptions of Karasjok and the places 
they considered important to the river – this 
way, the ‘urbanizing Arctic’ was also given a 
chance to emerge through the young people’s 
‘environmental portrait’ photos.

Finally, the artistic work extended from indoor 
spaces to the outdoors, with long paintings 
on fabric becoming the centerpiece of a per-
formance on the ice of the Karasjok River. The 
events offered local residents the opportunity 
to experience contemporary art methods and 
participate in creating works and pop-up ex-
hibitions resulting from the events..

Figure 2.	 The group paintings inspired by the paintings of the 
artist Per Adde, displayed at the Art Centre, and the meanings, 
rhythms, and seasonal colours of the important river to the local 
community, are carried onto the ice of the Karasjok River for a 
snowmobile painting performance. Photo: Timo Jokela, 2024.

INFO

In Karasjok, in the Sámi region of Norway, the key local 
partners for the AAE were the Sámi Centre for Contemporary 
Art (Sámi Dáiddaguovddáš) and the Karasjok School. Besides 
the University of Lapland, the event was also supported 
by Umeå University in Sweden, Nord University in Norway, and 
the University of Greenland. External partners included the 
multidisciplinary arts association Piste from Rovaniemi and 
the artist and social psychology association Siunissag from 
Greenland. The Karasjok course was made possible through 
funding by the Nordic Council of Ministers and the University 
of the Arctic’s research and education network fund, supported 
by the Danish Ministry of Higher Education and Science.

◀ Figure 3.	 Encounters between northern eco-culture and 
contemporary art. Personal reindeer earmarks and youngsters’ 
climate thoughts are carved on a reindeer horn, which become 
a part of the shared artwork – the Lavvu installation. 
Photo: Timo Jokela, 2024.

▲ Figure 4.	Borderlines between traditional craftsmanship and 
contemporary art. Multilingual future hopes are embroidered 
onto a tablecloth with colorful threads. Photo: Timo Jokela, 2024.

▲ Figure 5.	Results of photography workshop seek-
ing pupils’ important places in Karasjok. The pupils 
photographed their own ‘environmental portraits’ 
in the fishing gear section of the market. 
Photo: Timo Jokela, 2024.  
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https://www.uarctic.org/members/member-profiles/sweden/8807/umea-university
https://www.uarctic.org/members/member-profiles/norway/8863/nord-university
https://www.uarctic.org/members/member-profiles/greenland/8475/ilisimatusarfik-university-of-greenland



