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For more than a hundred thousand 
years, people have made fires as it 
makes one feel safe and warm. The 
activity is deeply rooted as tacit knowl-
edge in both our shared arctic culture 
and landscape. In our performance, we 
use the tradition of making coffee on 
a bonfire to connect people and give a 
sense of belonging to our Arctic region. 
In this art-based investigation, we ex-
changed knowledge with each other, 
local people and visitors in the Arctic.

O ne aim of the cooperative project, New 
Genre Art Education in the Arctic, is 
to create a platform for new collabo-

rations in Art-based support of sustainability, 
social justice, and well-being for all citizens in 
communities in the Arctic, through dialogical 
and participatory art-based methods. Camp-
fire coffee is a beloved and timeless tradition 
among the people of the North and provides 
a unique, warming, and social experience in 
nature (Ryd, 2018). In social settings around 
a warm fire with a black pot in the centre, 
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people often start talking and telling stories. 
In this way, campfire coffee helps create an 
atmosphere and framework for sharing stories, 
knowledge and exploring one’s own identity. In 
this performance, we wanted to share this 
tradition to embrace and promote respect 
and cultural sensitivity for the Northern way 
of living and invited participants to exchange 
experiences and gain insight into each other’s 
lives by the fire. 

The performance was carried out in differ-
ent places and settings, first on Saltfjellet in 
Northern Norway in May 2023, beneath the 
Arctic Circle at the beginning of our journey to 
Greenland, where we would meet our partners 
in New Gender Arctic Art Education for the 
first time (Gårdvik, et al., 2023). By the fire, we 
reflected on our understanding of “North” and 
“the Arctic” and elaborated on the meaning 

and importance for us while enjoying campfire 
coffee in our traditional wooden cups (koksa). 
When we met our colleagues in the AEA-pro-
ject in Nuuk, we picked up the thread and lit 
a new campfire on a stroll in the mountain 
Lille Malene, Quassussuaq. By doing this, we 
wanted to facilitate sharing stories about our 
common Arctic landscapes, cultures, identities 
and traditions. The performance was part of 
the New Genre Arctic Art and Art Education 
exhibition in Bodø, 2024, with a live perfor-
mance outside the gallery for people passing 
by the busy street in the city centre. In the social 
setting around a warm fire with a black pot 
in the centre, people spontaneously stopped 
and joined the campfire event. They got a cup 
of coffee in a “koksa” and shared their good 
stories from experiences with bonfires and 
campfire coffee with the campfire community.

“Campfire coffee: the calm, the 
coziness, the joy, the expectations, 
the warmth, the community, the 

good feelings, mastery, the feeling 
of being”.

- participant

“The best place to meet people, 
old and new, sense the place and 

nature-coexist and create and 
share memories”.

- participant

◀ Figure 1.	 The art of making Campfire Coffee, Saltfjellet, 
Northern Norway. Photo: Mette Gårdvik, 2023. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzMLjHn5jos
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The performance team consisted of Karin Stoll, Wenche Sørmo 
and Mette Gårdvik at Nord University, Faculty of Education and 
Arts.  Participants were the writers, colleagues in AEA and people 
who stopped and sat down with a cup of coffee by the fire on the 
main street in Bodø at the UArctic Congress 2024. The workshops 
were arranged from 2023-2024, and the place and setting for the 
performance varied.

“It feels amazing to be outside 
by the fire. You can feel by all 

senses the smell of the fire, the 
taste of the coffee with smoke, 
nice reindeer rug. The Arctic 
brings all senses & gets you 

closer to nature.” 

- participant

Our performance was based on the tradition 
of making coffee on a bonfire, an activity that 
embraces and promotes respect and cultural 
sensitivity, as well as cultural, environmental, 
and social sustainability in the Arctic landscape. 
The concept refers to our way of being and 
dwelling, and the tasks we perform in our daily 
landscapes (Ingold, 1993). This is deeply rooted 
as tacit knowledge in our shared culture in the 
arctic landscape..
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Figure 2.	 Campfire Coffee on the main street of Bodø City. 
Photo: Wenche Sørmo, 2024.

“Eating wood and air,  
giving company & share,  
stories old & stories cold,  

imaging a future far & strong,  
one should fear 

 it`s not that clear 
but coffee & wood 

brings more than anything could!”

- participant

https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.nord.no/publisher/taylorfrancis
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