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Young People’s

"It is possible for young people to

process and express their views on the

future of climate through art-based
practices — in an era of climate crisis,
we need different ways to understand
our reactions, feelings and thoughts
connected to climate change.”

Climate Future Performance

Kanerva Kivistoé and Sara Teperi
University of Lapland, Finland

Within the framework of our master’s thesis, we planned and carried out a
workshop period where a group of young people living in Rovaniemi, Finland,
were able to process and express their views on the climate future through their
co-artwork Solastalgia, for an international audience in the Arctic Spirit Congress.
In this case, the concept of young people’s climate future refers to their future
prospects as well as climate change-related feelings, knowledge, and desires for

sustainability action.

s climate change reaches the Arctic

and the North, our communities and

ecosystems, young generations will
have to face these changes and issues related
to climate change throughout their lives. The
idea of the workshop was for young people
to process and express their views on the cli-
mate future through art-based practices. The
activity is based on the participatory practices
of community art through several art-based
techniques and subtasks.

In Practice

At the beginning of the workshop, the stu-
dents had an opportunity to choose between
three groups, each emphasizing a different
approach: the emotion, knowledge, and
action groups. The participatory practices of
community art appeared as three different
art-based techniques. Creative writing worked
as a way to dive into one's climate emotions,
media art provided an opportunity to pro-
cess climate future more objectively, and
performative art centred around the desire

Figure 1. Workshop activities — crafting the
action group’s outfits. Photo: Sara Teperi, 2023.

Figure 2. The knowledge group’s news about
Lapland'’s climate future at Rovaniemi Arctic

Spirit. Photo: Aki Lintumcdiki, 2023.

for action. During the three-week workshop,
the groups worked towards the final artwork
with the help of subtasks designed for each
group separately.

The subtasks of the emotion group consisted of
writing a stream of thought, illustrating it,and
creating a soundscape for it. The knowledge
group wrote about their favourite place and
brought it into a visual form as a photomon-
tage. The action group explored the world of
performance art through different exercises,
including embodiment and materiality. As a
result of the workshop process, the coommunal
artwork Solastalgia was created. Solastalgia
consists of the emotion group's videos, the
knowledge group's photomontages and
news about Lapland'’s climate future, and the
action group’s live performance around the
meaning of winter.

Solastalgia was presented at the Rovaniemi
Arctic Spirit opening reception in November
2023. Arctic Spirit is an international confer-
ence event that focuses on topics related to

“Solastalgia is a form of
homesickness one gets when
one is still at ‘home’”

— Glenn Albrecht,
2005, p. 48

the Arctic areas. The aim of the workshop was
to present local young people’s views on the
climate future through art-based practices for
an audience concerned with the future of the
Arctic, including policymakers and represent-
atives of academia.

We evaluated the functionality of the workshop
activity through participants' experiences of
inclusion. Firstly, inclusion was fulfilled when the
students experienced the subtasks as helpful
while tracing their views on the climate future.
One of these students noted that writing a
stream of thought helped to uncover their

In Practice

Figure 3. Emotion group'’s videos at Rovaniemi
Arctic Spirit. Photo: Aki Lintumcdiki, 2023.
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Figure 4. Sparkling snow — Action group’s live Figure 5. The end of the live performance.
performance. Photo: Aki Lintumcdiki, 2023. Photo: Aki Lintumdki, 2023.
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climate emotions. Secondly, participating in

Facilitators Kanerva Kivisto the event and presenting one’s art there gave
and Sara Teperi, MA students, some participants a feeling of influencing
University of Lapland. change. One student found it remarkable to

be close to policymakers. For us, these expe-
Collaboration with the On the riences seem like successful inclusion. Our
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period from October to November
2023. Solastalgia was presented at
the Arctic Spirit Congress’s opening

Figure 6. Figure skater — Action group’s live performance.
reception in November 2023. Photo: Kanerva Kivists, 2023,
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